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Synopsis

An Insanity-Free Wedding: It Can Happen!Getting engaged is exhilaratinga |until it sets in that a
wedding costs three times what you thought, and takes five to ten times the effort it reasonably
should. And then there are the expectations: from calligraphy invitations to satin chair-covers, all
those things that Must Be Done or everyone will be Horribly Offended. Or will they?A Practical
Wedding helps you create the wedding you wantéa "without going broke or crazy in the process.
After all, what really matters on your wedding day, what youa ™Il remember & “til youa ™re old and
gray, is not so much how it looked as how it felt. In this refreshing guide, expert Meg Keene shares
her secrets to planning a beautiful celebration that reflects your taste and your relationship.

Youa ™Il discover: The real purpose of engagement (hint: itd ™s not just about the planning) How
to pinpoint what matters most to you and your partner DIY-ing your wedding: brilliant or crazy?
Affording a wedding without having to cut your guest list How to communicate decisions with your
family Why that color-coded spreadsheet is actually worth it Wedding Zen can be yours. Meg walks
you through everything from choosing a venue to writing vows, complete with stories and advice
from women who have been in the trenches, the Team Practical brides. So herea ™s to the joyful
wedding, the sensible wedding, the unbelievably fun wedding! A Practical Wedding is your complete

guide to getting married with grace.
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Customer Reviews

I'm a professional wedding planner. When | first started planning weddings five years ago (for
friends, | had no idea at the time that I'd one day be doing this professionally) | read pretty much
every wedding planning book | could get my hands on that didn’t seem totally insane, because
that’s what | do when | want to learn about something - | read. And while | picked up some helpful
pieces here and there, there was not a single book that | loved overall. | wish that this book had
been around then.Now, | didn’t learn anything from this book, but that's because, well, | now do this
professionally. However, if you're not a professional wedding planner? You will learn things. Good
things. Things like how to find an affordable venue, and that it's OK to sometimes cry during the
planning process, and why you should focus on your ceremony, and when and why you need to ask
for help.It's a wedding planning book that manages to deal with both logistics (important! weddings
are full of logistics, and they are often overwhelming) and, probably even more importantly, also
deals with the often intense emotional logistics around weddings and marriages. It reminds you that
your wedding is not just a big party, it is the start of your marriage.So go buy it, and buy a copy for
your mother, and copies for all of your friends who are getting married. This book is definitely my
new go-to engagement party gift. If you are a regular reader of the APW blog, rest assured that it's
different than the website. The book walks you through wedding planning from engagement to

post-honeymoon, all in a concise, smart, practical way.

Meg Keane’s A Practical Wedding is an excellent resource for planning a heartfelt, thoughtful
wedding. As a reader of Keane’s eponymous blog since 2009, | was concerned that her book would
be a recycled version of her blog. The book is a standalone, cohesive resource. Keane’s informal
and friendly voice is consistent with the blogs, as are the themes on marriage equality, partnership,
and civility. The 209-page book offers big picture planning advice and more precise advice on
certain topics.The book covers the following topics:* Getting Started - The first chapter contains
Keane’s central wedding planning theme. While planning your wedding, remember: "l will not
remember what my wedding looked like; | will remember what it felt like." She offers specific advice
on how to decide on how you want your wedding to feel and how to use this vision to plan the
nitty-gritty details. This chapter should be required reading for all bridges, grooms, and
mothers-of-the-bridge.” The Basics - Keane discusses some of the basics of wedding planning -

mainly wedding venues and guest lists. She recommends that couples first book their venue and



then deciding on other vendors.* Battling the Myth of Tradition - This is a fascinating glimpse into
the American wedding tradition. Spoiler: many wedding traditions (e.g. unity candles) aren’t all that
traditional at all. The take away - liberate yourself from traditions that aren’t meaningful to you.* The
Budget - Keane offers two budgeting gems - 1) prioritize your spending on only the things that
matter to you, and 2) spend to make your life easier. We found this to be great advice at our

wedding.

I've been reading A Practical Wedding, the blog, since my engagement in early 2009. I'm not sure
how | stumbled across it, but somehow, in my search of wedding blogs to consume my time and
give me ideas on my own wedding planning, | found Meg as she was planning her wedding, and
was struck by her wisdom. This was a woman who had her head screwed on straight: a woman who
understood that it’s about the commitment, not the dA©cor; it's about the people, not the
"pretty."Here’s the thing about the APW blog: it is updated daily with information, inspiration, words
of wisdom, and discussion. There is so much goodness in the blog that you could get lost in there
for days, chasing links and discovering the smart things that other people have discovered in their
own wedding -- and life -- experiences. The A Practical Wedding book distills this wisdom into a
200-page guidebook of sorts, in the order that you will probably need the information. It paces you
through the engagement, the hows of planning a celebration that is uniquely yours, the ways of
dealing with the pressures of planning such an event, to the wedding-day comedown and
honeymoon.| honestly wish this book had been around when | was engaged, because the
introduction itself summed up a dozen lessons | learned while planning and | could have saved
myself some grief, thinking | was "the only one" dealing with these stresses. In the first chapter, Meg
says, "You're going to need some touchstones of sanity during this process." | can see engaged
couples reading this book from cover to cover when they first get it, in anticipation of figuring out
what is to come, and then using the book as a bible throughout each step of the wedding-planning

process. This book WILL BE a touchstone of sanity.
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